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the government of the Federated Maky States and Ipoh
are the two chief centres for mining the tin which was smelted
at Singapore and Penang before being exported Copper is
an important mineral mined in the vicinity while coffee
rice and copra are trade staples
It will be convenient before passing on to a study of the
Dutch East Indies to deal with the British territories in this
area other than New Guinea On the north side of the
massive island of Borneo is a group of States whose relations
to the British Crown were somewhat similar to those of the
Malay Peninsula These comprise (i) British North Borneo
a territory which before the Japanese occupation was under
the direction of a chartered company (n) Brunei a native
state (in) the small island of Labuan and (iv) Sarawak
British influence in this region was strengthened after
1840 when steps had to be taken to suppress Maky piracy
which had become a serious menace to trade The organiza
tion of Sarawak was successfully accomplished by an able
and adventurous Englishman named James Brooke who
afterwards became the acknowledged rajah or ruler of the
State At the time of the Japanese occupation his descendants
still ruled as independent administrators Politically the
term British Malaya included not only the Federated and
Unfederated Malay States and the Straits Settlements of
Maky proper but also the dependencies and outlying
islands of North Borneo Sarawak is now a Crown Colony
North Borneo is an extremely mountainous region The
mountain mass lies toward the north of the island and
Sarawak lies m the coastal region between the movmtains
and the sea British North Borneo occupies a similar but
more broken region at the extreme north of the island
With the exception of the more open uplands the greater
part of the island is a vast jungle watered by a network of